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was the revolution of the people for the people. It was but a change
of guard: the middle classes took over from the more gifted nobility.
It's food for thought that the leaders of the Revolution were of the
same professions as the men who, as members of the 1-Vcncli Parlia-
ment, had handed over the Republic to Petain and his henchmen.
Robespierre and Danton were lawyers, Marat the editor of a paper.
Before and during her fall France was mostly run by lawyers and
editors. The middle classes brought with them a di lie rent mentality.
When Napoleon sneeringly called the English a nation of shop-
keepers he didn't realize he would bequeath to posterity a nation
of grocers. Winding its way through the restored Bourbons, Louis
Philippe, and the flashing Louis Napoleon, the Revolution evolved
the grocer spirit; and that spirit killed France. In the grocer spirit
the Frenchman, with his logical mind, found the logical conclusions
of the materialistic Weltanschauung the nineteenth century had
evolved. Here follows the question: How then did Trance fight so
splendidly during the last war? In a sarcastic mood I answered that
query of mine.
But that, like most similar answers, only provokes a smile.
The Frenchman is fundamentally religious. More (Jallican than
Roman, but that has nothing to do with the systematic killing of
religious life and religious feeling that the Third Republic had set
down as one of its aims. Yes, I know about Voltaire and 1 know, too,
that the Chevalier de la Barre didn't salute a procession; but millions
did. It's no good coming to me with the Chevalier de la Barre, I
know him intimately. His statue stands before the Sacrc-Coeur,
A great free-thinking triumph it was to erect it so close to the new
church the Archeveche dc Paris was building. But for one who spent
much time in the neighbourhood of both, the Chevalier definitely
seemed to have got the short end of the stick.
That scheduled killing of religion undermined France and came
at a time when the flocking to town was undermining the morale of
a fundamentally peasant population, and it developed at a time when
general education brought the printed propaganda of such brilliant
men as Anatole France within the reach of everybody. When
dealing with the French it shouldn't be forgotten that their general
education didn't only produce more thrillers and worse films.
Serious authors were as much read as Edgar Wallace was on the other
side of the Channel, Imagine an author in England (or a cinema
producer in America) with such a wide public making continual fun
of your belief, and simultaneously a world order developing around
you in which only the material things of this world were of any
account. Anatole France was but one of a host. Those brilliant